There is a heating initiative called “Warm Front Grants” that has been running for a number of years, but surprisingly, not many people know about it.

The Eaga Partnership give free grants to make homes warmer and healthier. The scheme gives grants of up to £1500 to those on selected benefits including:
 Working Tax Credit, Child Tax Credit, Housing Benefit, Council Tax Benefit (which must all include a disability premium,) Attendance Allowance, Disability Living Allowance, Income Support, Industrial Injuries Disablement Benefit or a War Disablement Pension (which must include the mobility supplement or Constant Attendance Allowance). Those over 60 may eligible for a “Warm Front Plus” Grant.

They can supply and install new central heating systems, draught proofing, cavity wall & loft insulation and energy efficient light bulbs free of charge. All central heating systems, new or existing, are covered against repairs and breakdown for 12 months after you are accepted for the scheme. 

You must be a private home-owner or rent your property and be over 18 to qualify, in addition to being in receipt of one of the above benefits. The current waiting list to get your home surveyed for what work is needed stands at about 28 days. Our surveyor came within 2 weeks of applying and was well informed and friendly. The time to get everything installed varies on what needs doing. 

Many energy suppliers, such as Scottish Power do similar schemes, but you must pay about 50% of the costs in most cases, whereas this is free.

To find out more or apply for a grant from Eaga, call 0800 316 6011 or visit www.eaga.co.uk. 
