Bolton/Bury ME/CFS Support Group


GROUP LEADER’S REPORT AGM 2007
I once again have the privilege and pleasure of presenting the Group Leader’s Report and of thanking all the wonderful people who give so willingly of their time and support.

First of all thank you to Wayne, our treasurer; this is a very important and quite time consuming job - so many thanks for looking after our cash and for producing the accounts for inspection.

A major thank you once again must go to Caroline, Girl Friday and Volunteer par excellence.  Caroline does so many things for the group she is really incredible: she is group membership secretary, organises the Social Group meetings and the Young Peoples meetings; a really vital job is that she is Webmaster supreme and we have a brilliant website; she prints, assembles and staples the newsletters, then puts them in envelopes which she has labelled and stamped ready for posting (I believe thanks go to her and Ste’s family who help with this).  Caroline also prints and posts the monthly flyers and the Group Information Leaflets that go to GP surgeries and to the public libraries.  She has also asked me to thank, Pat, Alice, Jean, Sue and Lynda who have helped with folding these leaflets.  As Caroline will be doing more A levels and exams this year it is essential that she gets more help with some of these jobs so if anyone feels that they can do a few hours now and again we would be most grateful.

Tom the fantastic editor of our newsletter continues to do a brilliant job producing such a good quality newsletter.  Thank you Tom and thank you also to Lois for helping at meetings.

Again very many thanks must go to Yvonne who continues her sterling work as ambassador and representative of the group; working tirelessly and attending endless meetings on our behalf, in order to keep ME high on the agenda and to raise awareness with the Primary Care Trust and the Education Department.

Thank you to Ste Walker, who although he was not a committee member this year has put in a lot of work with the Link Up Service, along with Sheila, to ensure that it keeps running smoothly.

Many many thanks to all our committee and members who have attended so many meetings on our behalf: Yvonne, Kim, Caroline, Maria, Pat McKenna.  We really are indebted to you.

Thanks also to Maria for her job as organiser of the speakers for meetings.  Even though she has had a very traumatic year she has managed to do what can be a very difficult and time consuming job.  Thank you Maria.

Thank you to all our letter writers and campaigners: Angela, Eileen, Linda and Lynda.  I know how frustratingly slow progress can be so thank you for your tenacity and well done.

Many thanks again to Sue our trusty door lady and to Carole and Alan our librarians and to Hilary for all the typing.

Thanks to all the Committee who do many behind the scenes jobs and the planning work and minute keeping which is so necessary to the group.

Thank you to Lynne and Beth for refreshing us and tiding up after us at our meetings.

Finally my love and thanks to all of you, our group members.  May you have a better year this year and continue to support and help each other.

Pam Turner

LIBRARY
We are very fortunate that a member has given us quite a selection of “talking books” on CDs which will be a welcome addition to our library.

We have also purchased a selection of relaxation CDs which are very soothing and helpful, which will also be available on loan from the library.  There will be a small refundable deposit for these items.

There has also been donated a “learn to meditate” taped instruction kit.

I would, please, ask people who borrow books from the library to ensure that they are returned and not just left lying on a shelf.  Please return them so that someone else can use them, they are very expensive to replace.  Thank you.
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