Bury and Bolton M.E/C.F.S Support Group A.G.M

17th March 2005

Present: 

Pam Turner, Steve & Caroline Higson, Stephen Walker, Philip Hayworth, Yvonne Leech, Wayne & Kath Payton, Kim Finney, Sarah Baimbridge, Margaret Benn, Rob Forshaw, Leane Brennan, Laura Pinches, Michelle Whiteside and Paul Ranoch.

Apologies: 

Rosalind Smith, Brian Hopkinson, Maria Sale, Anne Richards, Joy Hayworth, Marilyn Jenkins, Angela & Neil Glendinning, Eileen Lord, Sue Forshaw, Carole Brown and Steve Jerstice.

1. Minutes of last A.G.M held on 18th March 2004

Minutes of the last A.G.M were accepted as correct.

2. Matters arising
Section 8 A.O.B    b)

The suggested pilot study was not undertaken because we would have been in breach of the Data Protection Act. As a result we have continued to send out reminders before each meeting to encourage attendance. Yvonne thanked the committee for these reminders and said it is a good system. 
3. Annual Report of the Committee 
This report was read by Pam Turner

4. The Financial Report

Stephen Walker gave the treasurers report and the members accepted the accounts.

5. Group Leader Report

Once again Pam Turner gave the Leaders report and thanked the committee and all the helpers.

6. Election of Committee

New nominations for committee:

1) Treasurer: Wayne Payton was proposed for the part of treasurer by Yvonne Leech and seconded by Stephen Walker. The vote was unanimously in favour. 

2) Parent Contact: Kim Finney was proposed for this part by Wayne Payton and seconded by Margaret Benn. The vote was unanimously in favour. 

3) Librarian: Carole Brown was proposed for this part by Kim Finney and seconded by Caroline Higson. The vote was unanimously in favour. 

It was proposed by Yvonne Leech and seconded by Kim Finney that the remaining committee members be re elected. The vote was unanimously in favour. 

7. Appointment of Honorary Auditor

It was proposed by Pamela Turner and seconded by Sarah Baimbridge that Brian Baimbridge be asked to be Honorary Auditor. The vote was unanimously in favour.

8. Any Other Business

1) Caroline Higson reminded us that by using the Webb Ivory card catalogue and the ME website link to Amazon book we get a substantial amount of commission added to our funds at no extra cost to the purchaser.

2) Yvonne told us that she had been reassured that all our campaigning and raising awareness of ME has paid dividends. At a recent meeting of the Greater Manchester Clinical Networking Co-ordinating Centre, the leader of the CNCC congratulated Bury/Bolton ME/CFS Support Group for their campaigning and for sending letters and information to The Strategic Planning Health Authority, and said this was most helpful.

3) Caroline told us that we have several aids to raising awareness, we have leaflets that are distributed to libraries and doctors surgeries in Bury and Bolton and the surrounding areas. We are also fortunate that Caroline does such a good job with our website.

4) Yvonne reminded the committee of the need to be mindful of the advice from the Charities Commission that if a group has a regular income of over £5, 000 they should consider becoming a registered charity.

Meeting closed at 8:35pm
